South-East Asia Art Association

Summary of Significant Constitutional Changes
Prepared for member review ahead of the AGM, August 2026

This note summarises the significant changes made to the Constitution compared with the previously registered
version, prepared to bring the Constitution up to date and in line with the Registry of Societies (ROS) Code of
Governance. Minor wording and formatting changes are not listed.

Article

What changed

Article IT — Address

Registered place of business updated to Blk 715 Bedok Reservoir Rd #11-3002,
Singapore 470715.

Article IIT — Purposes

Softened "raise the standard of art in Singapore" to "support the appreciation and
development of art in Singapore"; broadened the exhibitions clause to cover joint
exhibitions, painting trips, workshops, and related activities; added the standard non-
distribution of income/property clause required for ROS-registered societies.

Article IV — Membership

Age requirement for joining as an ordinary member removed — any adult may now
apply, with the 21+ requirement now applying only to voting rights and eligibility for
office; passport-photo requirement relaxed to any photo showing the member's face
clearly; resignation notice may now be given by email as well as in writing; new
clause allowing the Committee to close a membership if a member cannot be
contacted after repeated attempts over 12 months (with final notice and a
reinstatement option); new clause permitting members to bring guests to Association
activities.

Article V— Fees

One-time entrance fee of SGD 60; members receive discounted exhibition fees; non-
members pay a higher exhibition fee, with the excess credited toward their entrance
fee if they later join.

Article VI — General
Meetings

Financial year defined as 1 April — 31 March; AGM must be held within 6 months of
financial year-end (previously fixed to January); meeting notices and agendas may
now be sent/posted electronically (email, website, WhatsApp) instead of only on a
physical notice board; members may submit AGM agenda items by email, subject to
Committee approval.

Article VII — Management
Committee

Majority of the Committee must be Singapore Citizens, with the President, Honorary
Secretary and Honorary Treasurer (and their deputies) required to be Citizens or
Permanent Residents; no foreign diplomat may serve; removed the fixed "must meet
every 2 months" requirement.

Article VIII — Office-bearer
duties

Treasurer's bank withdrawal rule now follows a Committee-approved signing
mandate rather than a fixed two-of-three-signature rule.

Article VIIT — Data
Protection Officer

New role added: the Management Committee must designate at least one Data
Protection Officer, responsible for the Association's compliance with the Personal
Data Protection Act 2012.

New Article X — Limitation

New article protecting office-bearers and Committee members from personal liability,




of Liability and Indemnity

and providing indemnification, provided they acted honestly and in good faith.

Article XI — Prohibitions

Gambling/drug clause modernised (removed dated references to specific games and
smoking); new clause requiring any overseas activities to comply with the laws of the
country where they take place.

Article XII — Amendment

Now explicit that amendments only take effect once approved by the Registrar of
Societies.

Article XIII — Interpretation

New clause stating the English version prevails if there is a conflict with the Chinese
translation.

Article XIV — Dissolution

Remaining funds may now be donated to a registered charity or an Institution of a
Public Character (IPC); dissolution voting method is more flexible (in person, proxy,
postal vote, or other permitted method).
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